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Chapter 2 STRUCTURE OF COMPETITIONS 
501 Competitions and Series 
501.3 Championships (CHs) 
Pony, Junior and Young Rider Championships must be organised during the long school holidays. 
Junior & YR Championships will preferably be organised jointly. 
 
508 Invitations 
508.3 Championships  
Championships are open to all eligible Athletes and Teams. Invitations must be sent to all eligible 
National Federations.  
One groom per Athlete and one or two Officials per country must be invited. 
 
509 Entries 
509.2.2 Nominated Entries  
At least four weeks before the Competition each National Federation, that has made an entry in 
principle, including the host National Federation:  
b) Must include the registration number for all nominated Athletes and the Horses registration and 
passport number if not entered through the FEI online entry system.  
 
509.3 Certificate of Capability 
For all World and Continental Championships and Games, National Federations must send to the 
FEI a certificate of capability including a record of results, proving declaring that their Athlete and 
Horse have fulfilled their national requirements and reached FEI requirements by the date of the 
nominated entries or a different date set by the FEI. 
 
511.4 Stewards  
511.4.1 Level 1 Stewards  
The requirements to be promoted FEI Level 1 Steward are as follows:  
a) To have regular practice as a Steward in National and International events including a minimum 
of onetwo CICs/CCIs.  
 
513.8 Appointment Additional Requirements and Restrictions  
513.8.1 Ground Jury  
The same combination of members of a Ground Jury may not be appointed by an Organising 
Committee for two (2) consecutive years or three (3) consecutive Events at the same venue.  
No Judge may serve as a member of a Ground Jury at more than five Long Format Competitions 
in any calendar year.  
513.8.2 Technical Delegates  
A Technical Delegate cannot officiate at the same Eventvenue for more than three (3) consecutive 
years or four (4) consecutive Events. 
 
515.3 Technical Delegate 
 
515.3.4 Scoring  
The Technical Delegate will investigate all enquiries regarding scoring, including penalties 
awarded, and report to and advise the Ground Jury on any decisions they are required to make. 
The Technical Delegate shall be responsible for signing off the final results of the Competition(s). 
 
515.3.7 Reporting to the FEI  
The Technical Delegate is responsible for reporting back after the Events to FEI Headquarters 
within 10 days following the end of the Event. 
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520 Minimum Eligibility Requirements for CIs and CIOs  
The following table details the requirements needed to be entered in the different formats, 
categories and levels of international Competitions.  
Exceptions for MERs:  
a) The 1st activation of a frangible/deformable device (11 penalties) will allow a MER.  
b) … 
 
Long format:  
 

CCI 4*  Uncategorised or D or C or B 
Athletes  

NF requirements + 12 CCI3* + 2 CI 3*  

CCI 4*  B Athletes  NF requirements + 1 CCI3* + 3 CI 3*  
 
Note: The updated Minimum Eligibility Requirements will be enforced as of 29 June 2016. 
 
520.2 Athletes already categorised at the level of the Competition  
Athletes already categorised at the corresponding level or above, can either use the full 
requirements for uncategorised Athletes as per Art 520.1 as a combination or the Minimum 
Eligibility Requirements according to the following table that can apply to the Horse only:  
 
Short format: 
 

CIC 1*  All Athletes  NF requirements  
CIC 2*  C or B or A FEI Athletes  NF requirements  
CIC 3*  B or A FEI Athletes  NF requirements + 1 CI 2* (Horse only)  
 
Long format: 
 

CCI 1*  All Athletes  NF requirements  
CCI 2*  C or B or A FEI Athletes  NF requirements + (1 CCI1* or 1 CIC2*) 

(Horse only)  
CCI 3*  B or A FEI Athletes  NF requirements + 1 CCI2* (Horse only)  
CCI 4*  A FEI Athletes  NF requirements + 1 CCI3* (as a 

combination)  
 
Note: The updated Minimum Eligibility Requirements will be enforced as of 29 June 2016. 
 
521 Minimum Eligibility Requirements for Championships & Games  
For Championships & Games all Minimum Eligibility Requirements (MERs) must be achieved as a 
combination and must be clear on the obstacles of the Cross Country Test.  
The 1st activation of a frangible /deformable device (11 penalties) will still allow a MER. 
 
522 Reverse Qualification  
522.1 Reverse Qualification – Horse  
A reverse qualification is the obligation for a Horse to show restored competence at a lower level 
(MER) after a number of unsuccessful attempts at a certain level. Reverse qualification only 
applies to the Horse.  
A reverse qualification is triggered  
• by two (2) consecutive Cross Country eliminations  
or  
• a total of three (3) Cross Country eliminations within a twelve (12) months rolling period of time in 
an international Competitions.  
 
For this purpose the relevant reasons of elimination on Cross Country would be:  
a) Three (3) refusals  
b) Fall of Horse or Athlete  
c) Dangerous riding  
 

Reverse qualifications remain unless cleared by a MER. 
  



522.2 Reverse Qualification - Athlete  
In addition to the above, should an Athlete be fully involved with two (2) reverse qualifications 
within a twelve (12) months rolling period of time his category (all incidents), his right to use the 
qualification pathway for categorised Athletes (Art 520.2519) will be automatically suspended drop 
down one (1) level for one (1) year, as of the date of the second reverse qualification. 
 
 
538 Dress 
 
538.1 General 
 
538.1.4 Boots  
In all Tests, Boots worn during the Dressage and Jumping Tests (other than as part of regulation 
service dress) must be black, brown or black with a brown top. 
 
538.2 Dressage Test  
538.2.1 Civilian  
Hunting dress or uniform of a riding club; white shirt and tie; gloves; white, fawn or cream 
breeches; long riding boots (noor short boots andwith matching full grain smooth leather chaps 
allowed for any level of Events); hunting cap, protective headgear or top hat; please refer to 
Dressage Rules in regard to use of protective headgear and top hat/bowler. 
 
539.2 Dressage Test  
 
539.2.2 Permitted  
a) A double bridle with cavesson noseband i.e. bridoon and curb with curb chain (made of metal or 

leather or a combination). (Cover for curb “chain” can be made of leather, rubber or sheep skin) 
is permitted, as authorized by the Dressage Rules. Double bridle is not allowed for one star 
level CCIs and CICs.  

d) Ear hoods are permitted for all Events and may also provide noise reduction. However, ear 
hoods must not cover the Horse’s eyes and ear plugs are not permitted (with the exception of 
Dressage Rules Art. 428.7.2). The ear hoods should be discreet in colour and design.  
Note: For sponsor logo and national identification on Ear hoods - see General Regulations art. 
135.  

 
For drawings of permitted bits and nosebands, see Dressage Rules – Saddlery, table Bits and 
table Nosebands. Certain tests may specify that only a snaffle bridle is allowed.  
 
539.2.3 Forbidden  
Martingales, bit guards, any kind of gadgets (such as bearing, side, running or balancing reins, 
etc.), andany form of blinkers including earmuffs, earplugs, hoods, nose covers and saddle covers, 
are under penalty of elimination, strictly forbidden, see Dressage Rules and Art. 538.2.1 above.  
Protective fly hoods are permitted for outdoor Events in thin material. However, these will be 
systematically checked by Stewards at the end of the test to ensure that nothing prohibited has 
been added (i.e. special material) or is covered by the fly hoods to protect from sound. The fly 
hoods should be discreet and should not cover the Horses' eyes.  
 
False tails are permitted provided they are not weighted or otherwise enhanced in any way 
whatsoever. 
 
544.2.4 Penalty Points  
In order to convert Athletes percentage into penalty points, this must be subtracted from 100 and 
multiplied by one point five with the resulting figure being rounded to one decimal digit. The result 
is the score in penalty points for the test.  
Rounding the result to one decimal includes any score of “x.x5” and above is round up and any 
score less than “x.x5” is rounded down.  
  



Note: The Eventing Rules will not line up with the Dressage modifications, and maintains the 2015 
ruling on error penalties for the Eventing Dressage Test. 
 

1st time  Two (2) points  
2nd time  Four (4) points  
3rd time  Elimination  
Other errors:  Two (2) points per error to 

be deducted 
 
549 Definition of Faults 
549.2 Run out  
A Horse is considered to have run out if, having been presented at an element or obstacle on the 
course, it avoids it in such a way that either the head, neck andor either shoulder of the Horse fail 
to pass between the extremities of the element or obstacle as flagged.  
Note: "A Horse will be considered to have cleared the fence when head, neck and both shoulders 
of the Horse pass between the extremities of the element or obstacles as flagged" 
 
 
Warendorf, 11. Dezember 2015 
Wen.- 
 
 
 


